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for Youth 

A Community Action coalition of 
Sierra Health Foundation’s REACH youth program

Our Vision for Youth

The Woodland Coalition for Youth is a group of 
youth, parents and public and private agencies 
that have committed to working together for 
systems change for youth.

Our vision for the coalition is that all youth have 
positive educational and social connections to be 
happy, healthy and successful adults. 

This vision is the result of the collaboration of
public and private partners who came together 
to consider the welfare of all youth ages 10 to 
15, whom they recognized as being of particular 
importance because of the numerous transitions 
they face during this age.

Our goals as a coalition are to work together, 
with youth at the core, to:

 » Connect all youth to existing resources 
  that will allow them to develop positive work 
  and social connections by addressing the issues 
  of access and effectiveness 

 » Complete a comprehensive youth-driven 
  community assessment that uses the youth 
  development framework to map all resources, 
  identify gaps and analyze access and effective-
  ness of supports

 » Encourage the use of the youth develop-
  ment framework throughout the community, 
  beginning with coalition partners

 » Increase the involvement of youth in plan-
  ning, policy work and decision making on issues 
  that affect them or their families

 » Work with and consider all youth 10 to 15, 
  not just at-risk youth, Latino youth, high-
  achieving youth, or any other “group,” because   
  we believe there are many youth who may not 
  be failing but are not thriving

Youth Action 2007-2008

The following is our first-year Youth Action Plan:

Involving Youth in Meaningful 
Relationships with Adults

›› We will strengthen and support youth leader-
ship opportunities by creating a Youth Leadership 
Center in Woodland. We also will develop a profes-
sional mentoring program to connect youth with 
caring, responsible adults. In addition, by raising 
awareness of the importance of meaningful rela-
tionships between youth and adults, and strength-
ening the connection between families and community 
services, we will help families support youth.

Developing a Youth Policy Agenda

›› Members of our Youth Council will help to develop 
a youth policy agenda for Woodland. Youth then 
will promote the agenda to make community-wide 
changes to improve their quality of life.

Increasing Access to Existing 
Opportunities for All Youth

›› We will increase youth and adult awareness of 
existing youth activities and resources in Wood-
land. Youth will research and publicize resources, 
identify barriers to access, and pursue ways to 
break down those barriers. We also will expand 
youth development opportunities and conduct a 
public relations campaign, focusing on youth, our 
coalition’s work and youth development principles.

Increasing Educational Support for All Youth

›› We will increase youth access to existing educa-
tional support opportunities. The Coalition will work 
with the Woodland Joint Unified School District 
and the Yolo County Office of Education to address 
identified barriers to access and augment existing 
resources.



In August 2006, coalition members began 
conducting a community assessment, including 
focus groups, surveys, data collection and a 
youth forum.

After looking at all of the information collected, 
we identified these issues young people face, 
as well as what youth need to grow and thrive 
in Woodland.

» Not all youth have access to the 
supports and opportunities they want 
and need.

» Not all youth have access to adequate 
educational supports and opportunities 
they want and need.  

» Substance abuse is a serious problem in 
Woodland that impacts youth.

» Youth want more positive and/or 
meaningful relationships with adults.

» Many youth are not able to get what 
they need from family life. 

What We’ve Learned About
Woodland Youth

Woodland Coalition for Youth
Member Organizations

City of Woodland Department of Parks and Recreation

City of Woodland Police Department

City of Woodland Public Library

Creative School Research and Resources

Friday Night Live, Yolo County Department of
   Alcohol, Drug and Mental Health Services
   Prevention Program

Migrant Education

UC Davis Early Academic Outreach Program

UC Davis Taller Arte del Nuevo Amanecer (TANA)

Woodland Joint Unified School District

Yolo County Court-Appointed Special Advocates

Yolo County District Attorney

Yolo County Health Department

Yolo County Housing Authority

Yolo County Office of Education Alternative Education

Yolo County Office of Education English Language
   Services/Parent Involvement

Yolo County Office of Education Foster Youth Services

Yolo County Probation Department

Yolo County YMCA

Yolo Family Resource Center
What youth want most is to connect 

with a parent or other family member.

www.sierrahealth.org

To find out how you can support the
Woodland Coalition for Youth, 

please contact Lamar Heystek at 
lheystek@yolofrc.org

or call (530) 406-7221

www.reachyouthprogram.org

The Woodland Coalition for Youth is a Community Action coalition of Sierra Health Foundation’s REACH youth program.


